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One entertaining event from Romance of the Three
Kingdoms occurs when Zhuge Liang was going to be
attacked by the Wei army at Xicheng. Liang had few soldiers
to defend the city. His attacker, Sima Yi, on the other hand,
had many soldiers. When Yi arrived, Liang was calmly
playing music on his zither, and the city gates were wide open.
Instead of attacking, Yi thought it was a trap, so he retreated.
Liang’s trick became known as “The Empty Fort Strategy.”

This strategy depends on psychology. When the attacker
sees a city with no defenders, he thinks, “My enemy is smart.
A smart general should defend his city, but he isn't, so... it
must be a trick by my smart enemy! He wants me to go in!
No! | won't attack! I'll run away!” Of course, it is a trick—a trick
designed to make the attacker run away!

The Empty Fort Strategy

~ by Coach Jeff
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1.1 , but someone turned the music off.

2. The restaurant , but it stayed open so | could eat lunch.

3. They a picture of the movie star, but she jumped in a car and
drove away.

@ What is the main idea of the article?
A. Away to defend a city

B. A special type of psychology

C. Atrick used by psychologists

~ ® Which of the following did NOT happen at Xicheng?
= A. The Wei army retreated.

B. Sima Yi played some music.

C. Soldiers were not guarding the gates.

© Why is the Empty Fort Strategy called a “trick”?
A. Because it uses magic to defend a city.
B. Because it is very difficult to understand.
C. Because it gives an attacker a wrong idea.
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