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1. take to the streets =i ,

Everyone in the building took to the streets when the fire alarm went off.
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get/ be soaking wet - ===iEm

=get / be soaked

I was caught in the rain without an umbrella and ended up getting
soaking wet. ;
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3. sacred [‘sekrid] a. f#EY ‘

Cows are considered sacred animals in many parts of India.
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significance [sig'nifokons] n. === : ==

Only after | moved away from home did | realize the significance of
family.
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5. transformation [trensfo'mefon] n. @

Children often go through a big transformation when they become
teenagers.
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. wash away... / wash... away

The dirt on the street was washed away by the rain last night.
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. occasion [okeson] n. H® - Y ims
You should take this occasion to go abroad and learn more English.
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. be on sb’s best behavior =EHEASEH—&

My mother-in-law is visiting us, so | must be on my best behavior.
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Extra Words

* splash [splef] n. (&Ee) 2em & vt & vi. 5585 s
* hose [hoz] n. & A

*x pistol ['pistl] n. =&

* pastime [pastaim] n. s pee

% constellation [kanstalefon] n. 2mE

* offering [“form] n. &=

* 2.

* 4.
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The waves the sandcastles the children had built.
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Jill experienced a major in college as she began

wearing makeup and got prettier.
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I got after jogging for just 30 minutes on a hot
summer day. g :
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Making a Splash
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The traditional Thai New Year is wet and wild.
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Every year on Apiril 13th, the people of Thailand take to the streets'
with hoses, buckets, water pistols, and water balloons. Everyone
throws water at each other and gets soaking wet’. In a hot climate,
this is a perfectly enjoyable pastime, but there is also a sacred®
significance” to this event. :

The traditional New Year in Thailand is called Songkran, which means

‘movement.” It occurs when the sun moves from the constellation

Pisces to Aries. This is the best time of year for new beginnings and
personal transformation®. The practice of splashing water on one
another is a symbol of washing away” the past and making a fresh
start. ; .

Songkran is famous for the incredible sight of water fights in the
streets, but there are many other traditions associated with the festival.
People also visit temples, make offerings to Buddha and ancestors,
prepare food for monks or family, and find occasions’ to wear their
finest clothing. Everyone is on their best behavior® during the three
days of the New Year celebrations.
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